The prevalence of amblyopia in developing African countries has not yet been studied systematically. This report is a result of a pilot study of the prevalence of amblyopia among school children in Rwanda, a country located in the centre of the African highlands close to the equator.
Results
shows that, of the I,550 pupils examined, eighteen (I2 per cent.) were unilaterally amblyopic. Table II shows the types of deviation of the amblyopic eyes; five eyes showed no deviation, five were esotropic, and eight were exotropic. Table III shows the relationship between the different refractive errors of the amblyopic eyes and the ocular deviation. Six subjects were myopic (between -2 and -9 D sph.), four were hypermetropic (between + 2 and +5 D sph.), three were anisometropic with differences of more than 2 dioptres, two were astigmatic (both with myopic astigmatism of more than 2 dioptres), and three were emmetropic. Table IV shows the visual acuity of the amblyopic eyes; two eyes were 6/12, eight 6/I8 to 6/6o, and eight eyes less than 6/60. 
Discussion
No data of the rates of amblyopia in African countries are available. Reports from nonAfrican countries show varying prevalences of amblyopia ranging from I 0 to 5 3 per cent., but different criteria for amblyopia were used (Table V) . (Table VI) . All the exotropic eyes were either myopic or emmetropic and none was hypermetropic. It is possible, therefore, that the high rate of exotropia can be attributed partly to the high rate of myopia and myopic astigmatism and partly to the age of the pupils examined, but there are probably other factors involved which have not yet been discovered.
Summary
A survey to detect amblyopia was carried out in I,550 African pupils in Rwanda.
Eighteen (I -2 per cent.) were found to be unilaterally amblyopic (visual acuity 6/12 or less); eight of these were myopes (including myopic astigmats), four hypermetropes, three anisometropes, and three emmetropes. Of the eighteen amblyopic eyes, eight were exotropic and five esotropic, and five did not deviate. None of the exotropic eyes was hypermetropic.
The possible relationship between the amblyopia, type of ocular deviation, and refractive errois is discussed.
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